City of Tyler
City Council Meeting 6:00 pm
Monday, November 7,2022
Tyler Fire Hall 101 E. Lincoln St. Tyler, MN 56178

Members present: Tim Sanderson, Kenneth Jensen, and Cricket Raschke.

Members absent: Joan Jagt and Scott Dressen.

Others present: Stephanie LaBrune - City Administrator, Glen Petersen — City Attorney, AJ Anderson —
Acting-Police Chief, Judd Guida — Utility Supervisor, Mark Wilmes- Tyler Tribute, Kelly Knudsen, Robin
Knudsen, Lowell Thooft, Shirley Thooft, Tim Thooft, Jodi Thooft, John Erickson, Marcia Erickson,
Kenneth Erickson, Sandy Erickson, Wanda Thooft, and LeAnn Brown.

A.

B.

C.

Acting Mayor Sanderson called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM.
Pledge of Allegiance

Approval of Agenda

Acting Mayor Sanderson called for a motion to approve the agenda Jensen made a motion to approve
the agenda and Raschke seconded the motion. Approved by: Jensen, Raschke, and Sanderson;
Opposed: none. Motion granted.

Approval of Minutes

Acting Mayor Sanderson, asked for a motion to approve the minutes of the last council meeting and
variance hearing. Raschke made a motion to approve the minutes of the October 3, 2022 City Council
Meeting and the October 26" Variance Hearing. Jensen seconded the motion to approve of the minutes
as presented. Approved by: Sanderson, Jensen, and Raschke; Opposed: none. Motion granted.

Declare Conflict of Interest — No conflicts declared.
Public Comment —

1. Sandy Erickson spoke to the council concerning an incident where a dog bit her mother
Wanda Thooft. Sandy stated that on October 19" her mother was walking down the alley on
her daily trip to the post office when she was attacked by a pit bull owned by Stephanie
Ekema, She said that her mother was knocked down, bit on the arm with a bite that could kill
and it took two people to get the dog off of her mom. Sandy stated that this is not the first time
that the owners of the dog have had problems with their dogs biting and asked if the council
would make it a top priority to update the city ordinances. She also stated that the police
authority needs to do their job to ensure that all of the rules are being followed and the dog is
not able to bite anyone ever again.

2. LeAnn Brown also a daughter to Wanda Thooft spoke to the council about the dog bite
incident. LeAnn stated that pit bulls have a bite that is strong enough to break the femur of a
cow. She said that her mother lifted her arm to protect her face and where the dog bit her was
in the same area as her mothers’ neck. LeAnn said that her mom had lost consciousness in
Steph’s backyard and there was no contact made with anyone of the Thooft family to let them
know what had happened to their mother. LeAnn stated that the City of Tyler needs to make
immediate action. She said three of the current council members should remember the incident
in 2018 with a little girl who was bit in the face by an Ekema dog and went on to say that
nothing has changed with chapter 9 of the city code. LeAnn then handed out a letter from
Gracie Wahl, who was the sister of the girl who was bitten in 2018. LeAnn also said that the
city needs to also follow state statute and have someone who is less bias as their animal



control officer. She also suggested not issuing dog licenses to owners who have previously
owned a dangerous dog.

3. Marcia Erickson, daughter in law to Wanda Thooft then spoke to the council asking them, why
there are not signs posted on the property or in the area of where the bite happened to warn
residents that there is a dangerous dog in the area. She said that the dog should be muzzled and
on a leash. She told the council that their family gets together at Wanda’s house and there are
22 little children and there is a lot of fear that they could be killed if bitten by the dog. Marcia
also said that the owners of the dog claimed that Wanda’s hearing aids were the reason that the
dog attacked Wanda. Marcia said that the city should also notify the residents in town to be
aware if they wear hearing aids.

4. Tim Thooft, son of Wanda, said that his mother is 83, healthy, and active. He said that she no
longer wants to go outside because she is scared. He also said that he mows the lawn for her
and too worried for himself. He asked the council to please do what you can to help.

5. Shirley Thooft, daughter in law to Wanda said that the incident happened on public property,
she explained again what had happened and said that she and her husband Lowell want the
ordinance changed. She said she is worried for her grandchildren and everyone else that lives
in Tyler. She suggested that if the city wants a safe walkable city, it needs to be safe.

G. New Business

1. Dangerous Dog Complaint- Following public comment, the council discussed the complaint.
Administrator LaBrune stated that due to the requests for changes to the ordinance, the item
was placed on the agenda so the council could have the opportunity to discuss it. She said that
the owner of the dog was served a dangerous dog order and given the choice to either
terminate the dog or remove it from town, with a 14-day appeal period. She said that the
owner has not submitted a request to appeal the order. Raschke asked Wanda Thooft how she
was feeling following the incident. Wanda stated that she has been on antibiotics for three
weeks and is getting better. Jensen directed questions to Acting Chief Anderson asking if the
dog was tied up and questioning where the dog was currently at. Anderson replied by saying
that the dog was in transition being taken off of a chain to be brought in the house at the time
of the incident and that the dog was currently at a trainer in Avoca where it would be for three
months. Then he said it would be re-homed in Mankato. Attorney Petersen gave an update on
what happened. He said that the Minnesota law does not allow you to ban specific breeds, and
suggested that the council check to see if there is something more restrictive that can be done
with ownership and licensing. Jensen said that he, himself had a dog that bit someone and he
put it down. He said that it was hard but the right thing to do. Anderson said that he would like
to see chips required for all licensed animals in Tyler. Petersen also suggested that there be a
misdemeanor charge for cases such as this versus a petty misdemeanor. LaBrune also said that
there should be follow up on where the dog went and a notification to the jurisdiction that it is
in to prevent any further harm and give the victim of the bite some peace of mind. She then
asked if anyone wanted to volunteer to be on a committee to review the animal ordinance.
Raschke and Jensen agreed to take on the task. All members of the council were in favor.

2. Election Judges- Administrator LaBrune presented a list of the current election judges for the
city. She stated that Dennis Larson was recently trained and with the new addition she wanted
to have the council approve the new list of employees. Raschke made the motion to approve
and Jensen seconded it. Approved by: Sanderson, Jensen, and Raschke; Opposed: none.
Motion granted.

3. Dirt Pile- Administrator LaBrune stated that Craig Hess had asked to be in the agenda to talk
about the remaining spoil pile from the construction of the new school that is on city property.
LaBrune said that Hess was wondering if the city wanted to take over the pile and charge by



the load to make some money and also use some of the fill to fill in low areas of town such as
some of the TRED land. Sanderson said that he did not see a need to fill in any of the low-
lying areas because with any new construction there would be dirt that would need to be
removed for foundations. He also said that it is the school’s pile and without having an exact
plan on where all the dirt was going, he would not be in favor of it. LaBrune said that she was
relaying all of the information that she had and said that a decision does not need to be made
and suggested that further discussion wait until Craig Hess could explain more.

Ball Diamond Sub-Lease- Administrator LaBrune said after receiving a formal complaint
about Scott Dressen parking boats on land near the ball diamonds that the city leases from
County Fair board she spoke with Attorney Petersen about how to address the complaint.
Together it was suggested that the city enter into an agreement with Dressen to lease a small
portion of the property for boat storage from May1st — November 1. Petersen said that he did
not see any issue with leasing to Dressen with him being an adjacent property owner who was
using the area to support his business. LaBrune said that the intent would be for any rental
income to go back into the parks fund to support the maintenance of the ball diamonds.
Discussion was held, and after discussion, the consensus of the board was to have Petersen
draft an agreement for a one-year sub-lease of the area at a rate of $200 per year with the
conditions that boats are not parked within the right of way, the area is mowed and maintained
to its current condition by the sublease, and that all boats are kept on trailers.

Housing Development Update- Administrator LaBrune provided an update to the council on
the new housing development project. Discussion was then held.

Snow Removal Equipment Purchase- Utility Supervisor Guida gave an update to the council
on the snow blower that has been previously discussed and asked the council for their approval
to purchase the snowblower at a full cost of $70,000 along with a snow pusher for
approximately $14,000 - $15,000. LaBrune told the council that the funding for both items
would be a budget amendment for 2022 with the funds coming from the city’s general reserve
fund. She also said that there remains a need to upgrade and purchase additional equipment
and would like to keep the $70,000 that was in the 2023 budget to help fill those needs. After
discussion, Jensen made a motion to use up to $85,000 in General Reserve funds to purchase
the new snowblower and snow pusher for the streets department. Raschke seconded the
motion. Approved by: Sanderson, Jensen, and Raschke; Opposed: none. Motion granted.

Police Department Personnel — Administrator LaBrune said that she would like to have a
decision made on whether or not to hire the individual for the police officer position now that
the council has had the opportunity to hear from the public. She also said that she would like
some direction concerning keeping the position open and how the council would like to move
forward with police department personnel. LaBrune then asked the council if they wanted to
wait on the discussion until both members of the personnel committee (Jagt, and Dressen) are
present. Sanderson said that he thinks the decision should be tabled but wants to make sure
that the council is comparing apples to apples with whatever decision is made.

2023 Budget- Administrator LaBrune presented a draft budget based off of previous council
meeting discussions. Equipment, infrastructure, and personnel needs were discussed.
Following discussion, Sanderson directed the council members to get with LaBrune before the
next meeting to discuss their opinions of the budget and then asked LaBrune to check with
Mayor Jagt and Councilman Dressen to see if they would be available to meet on November
21t at 6pm for a special meeting to talk about police personnel and the 2023 budget. All
council members were in consensus to set a special meeting tentatively for November 21 at
6:00p.m. at the Tyler Fire Hall.



H. Public Hearing on Utility Assessments — Acting Mayor Sanderson opened the public hearing at
7:00p.m. and closed the public hearing at 8:34p.m. Hearing no comments from the public.

I. New Business Cont.

1. Consideration of Resolution #2022-24 Utility Assessments - Acting Mayor Sanderson asked
for a motion to approve resolution #2022-24. Raschke motioned to approve the resolution and
forward the assessments to the County Auditor and Jensen seconded the motion. Approved by:
Sanderson, Jensen, and Raschke; Opposed: none. Motion granted.

J. Council / Staff Reports
1. Utility Supervisor Guida- Guida told the council that the pool liner is now expected to be
installed next spring. He also said that MNDOT still remains in a law suit over the HWY 14
sidewalk project. Then said that his department will soon begin taking down trees by the pool
park to prepare for the 2023 sidewalk project. Guida also said that the city recently had
Chapman Metering come and review 39 commercial electric meters for accuracy and 11 of the
meters had discrepancies which has cause the city to lose income. Guida also stated that
several businesses have asked about removing their pavers on Tyler Street and replacing the
area with concrete, brief discussion was held.
2. City Police Chief Anderson — Anderson stated that his report will be e-mailed out to council
members.
Administrator LaBrune- LaBrune discussed highlights of report included in council packets.
4. Mark Wilmes, Tribute Editor- Announced that there will be a Veteran’s Day program at the
RTR high school at 9:30a.m. this Friday.

b

K. Financial Reports
1. Statement of Revenues & Expenditures
a. LaBrune presented the financial reports and Claims from October, 2022 and reports were
discussed. Raschke made a motion to accept the financial reports and approve the payment
of claims as presented and Jensen seconded the motion. Approved by: Sanderson, Jensen,
and Raschke; Opposed: None. Motion granted.

L. Adjourn
With there being no further items before the Council, at 9:04p.m. Raschke made a motion to adjourn
and Jensen seconded the motion. Approved by: Sanderson, Jensen, and Raschke; Opposed: None.
Motion granted.

-
%

Tim Sanderson, Acting Mayor

ATTEST:

CO Vi FePrse

Ste/phanlfé LaBrune, City Administrator / Clerk




