A.

Tyler City Council — Council Meeting
Monday, March 1, 2021
A.C. Hansen Legion Hall — 138 Bradley St. Tyler, MN 56178

Mayor Jagt called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM.

Members present: Joan Jagt, Kenneth Jensen, Tim Sanderson, Cricket Raschke and Scott Dressen.

Others present: Stephanie LaBrune-City Administrator, Glen Petersen-City Attorney, Judd Guida-Utility
Department, John Spindler-Police Chief, Robert Holmes, and Mark Wilmes-Tyler Tribute.

B.

C.

Pledge of Allegiance

Approval of Agenda

Mayor Jagt called for a motion to approve the agenda as presented. Dressen made a motion to approve
the agenda and Sanderson seconded the motion. Approved by: Jagt, Jensen, Raschke, Sanderson, and
Dressen; Opposed: none. Motion granted.

Approval of Minutes
1. February 1, 2021 City Council meeting minutes. Motion by Raschke, seconded by Jensen to
approve the minutes as presented. Approved by: Jagt, Jensen, Raschke, Sanderson, and Dressen;
Opposed: none. Motion granted.

Public Comments
None.

New Business
1. Resolution #2021-06, MN PFA Clean Water Funding Application
a. LaBrune presented resolution #2021-06 to the council and explained that the resolution
is a requirement of the PFA loan application that the city is submitting for the sanitary
sewer project. The resolution states that the city is applying for approximately
$4,337,273 and also ensures that the city has the capacity to apply, manage, and repay
the loan, LaBrune said. Jensen made the motion to accept and sign the resolution for
application, #2021-06. Dressen seconded the motion. Approved by: Jagt, Jensen,
Raschke, Sanderson, and Dressen; Opposed: none. Motion granted.

2. Natural Gas Prices
a.LaBrune talked about the natural gas price spike that the city is expected to see as a

result of the freezing temperatures across the United States. She stated that she has tried
to make the public aware of the price increase but has not yet received the city’s natural
gas bill to know what the true impact will be. LaBrune asked the council how they
would like to handle the utility billing in March. She stated that New Ulm suggested
splitting out the cost of February’s bill over the summer months. She said another
suggestion would be to send everyone their full bill and allow them to pay what they can
until October without charging any late fees for the natural gas portion of their bills. Jagt
stated that she would like to send out the full bill so residents know what their full
obligation is. She also stated that there may be some residents who will want to pay the
full bill which will also help the city to cover its own natural gas bill. The Council
discussed the situation and came to the consensus that they would like to see everyone
billed as normal with the option to have until October 1% to pay off the balance of the
natural gas without penalty.

3. 2021 Priorities



a.LaBrune reviewed a list of city priorities for 2021 with the council. Additional items that
were discussed was the need for funding new fire department air packs and utility
department staffing. Raschke stated that she appreciates seeing the list because it paints
a clearer picture of the things that need to be done.

4. Land Development Committee

a.Mayor Jagt discussed the need to begin working on the development of the high school
property and asked if there were two council members interested in serving on a land
development committee with LaBrune, Guida and two other community members.
Raschke stated that she would be willing to serve on the committee and Dressen also
said he would be willing to also serve on the committee. Jagt made the appointment of
Raschke and Dressen to the committee and requested that the rest of the council look for
two other community members that have experience with land development or housing.

G. Past Business

1.

Blight Vehicle Update
a.Spindler stated that he has discussed the subject with Petersen weekly and has been
putting together a new list of vehicles that are not in compliance with the city code. Jagt
stated that she expects something to be done by June when all of the other nuisance
violations are to be done. Dressen agreed that he would also like to see the job complete.

2. New Personnel Policy

b. Mayor Jagt asked the council if they all had a chance to look through the new policy
again and stated that personnel committee met with the utility department staff to
discuss the clothing allowance and agreed to increase the clothing allowance to $350 per
year for utility department staff. Jensen stated that he wants to make sure that the
clothing allowance is taxed because the allowance would be considered a taxable benefit
and he wants to make sure that we are doing it right. Jagt agreed. LaBrune stated that
she would check the payroll system to make sure that the clothing reimbursement is
taxed. Raschke then made a motion to adopt the new city personnel policy effective
March 1, 2021. Dressen seconded the motion. Approved by: Jagt, Jensen, Raschke,
Sanderson, and Dressen; Opposed: none. Motion granted.

H. Council / Staff Reports

1.

3.

Administrator LaBrune- LaBrune’s written report was reviewed and included with the report
was the cost estimate for the city to switch phone providers. LaBrune explained the quote from
Woodstock Communications stating that the new lease option would save the city approximately
$8,215.00 per year from what Frontier’s phone service and Mediacom’s internet service had
costed the city. She also indicated that there would be additional internet service provided by
Woodstock and stated that they would maintain the phones and provide upgrades as a part of the
lease package.

Utility Staff Guida- Guida reported that the department installed new electronic meters in town
and said that 95% of the city is now on automatic read meters. Guida also talked about the
electrical projects that he is planning for the year. He stated that the city has several trans
closures and rotten poles that he would like to get replaced. He also stated that he has begun
looking for a new digger derrick truck. Raschke asked if the new snow truck ever got repaired.
Guida stated that the truck has been fixed and explained that it is a really nice truck for the utility
department.

Police Chief Spindler — Report was handed out.

I. Financial Reports

1.

Statement of Revenues & Expenditures
a. LaBrune presented the financial reports from February, 2021. After reviewing the reports,
Sanderson made a motion to accept the financial reports as presented. Jensen seconded the



motion. Approved by: Jagt, Jensen, Raschke, Sanderson, and Dressen; Opposed: None.
Motion granted.

2. Approve Claims
a. LaBrune presented the claims from February, 2021. Dressen made a motion to accept and
approve the payment of bills as presented. Sanderson seconded the motion. Approved by:
Jagt, Jensen, Raschke, Sanderson, and Dressen; Opposed: None. Motion granted.

J. Adjourn

With there being no further items before the Council, at 7:00p.m. Jagt called for a motion to adjourn the
meeting. Motion by Jensen, second by Sanderson to declare the meeting adjourned. Approved by Jagt,
Jensen, Raschke, Sanderson Dressen; Opposed: None. Motion granted
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