City of Tyler
City Council Meeting 6:00pm
Monday, December 6, 2021
Tyler Fire Hall 101 E. Lincoln St. Tyler, MN 56178

Members present: Joan Jagt, Tim Sanderson, Kenneth Jensen, and Cricket Raschke.

Members absent: Scott Dressen.

Others present: Stephanie LaBrune-City Administrator, Glen Petersen-City Attorney, Judd Guida-Utility
Supervisor, AJ Anderson-Tyler Police, and Mark Wilmes-Tyler Tribute.

A. Mayor Jagt called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.

B. Pledge of Allegiance
C. Declare Conflict of Interest — No conflicts declared.

D. Approval of Agenda
Mayor Jagt called for a motion to approve the agenda as presented. Jensen made a motion to approve the
agenda and Sanderson seconded the motion. Approved by: Jagt, Jensen, Sanderson, and Raschke;
Opposed: none. Motion granted.

E. Approval of Minutes
November 1, 2021 City Council meeting minutes. Motion by Sanderson, seconded by Jensen to
approve the minutes as presented. Approved by: Jagt, Jensen, Sanderson, and Raschke; Opposed: none.
Motion granted.

F. Public Comments — None.

G. Public Hearing

1. Mayor Jagt opened the public hearing at 6:02pm to hear public comment for both the Truth in
Taxation hearing and to consider an amendment to the Subdivision Ordinance, Ordinance No.
2021-02 and Resolution 2021-18 approving the summary of publication. With no public present,
LaBrune presented the proposed amendments to chapter 20 of the Tyler City Code and
explained to the council the reasoning behind the proposed amendments. LaBrune stated that the
addition of 20.40.2.8. was needed to qualify for the MN DOT SRTS Infrastructure grant. She
said all applicants shall amend their city subdivision ordinances to include language that ensures
each city will incorporate safe routes to school infrastructure in the subdivision development
plans. She then stated that the additional language in 20.40.3.1 and 20.40.3.2 was added
following previous discussions regarding how the city could build a new development if sewer
capacity problem continues to exist with the I and I issues that the city has been facing. LaBrune
explained in 20.40.3.1 the new language was taken from the city of Marshall’s code and will
allow residents to install individual subsurface treatment systems, provided they comply with all
State and County regulations in the event that sanitary sewer is not accessible or it is impractical
for someone to connect to the city’s sanitary sewer system. She also explained that the
additional language for 20.40.3.2 was added and pertains to connecting to public water facilities.
She again explained that in an event where it would be impractical to connect to the city’s public
water supply or if potable water was unavailable, one could dig their own well. After brief
discussion from the council and no comments from the public, Mayor Jagt called for a motion to
approve Ordinance No. 2021-02 and Resolution 2021-18. Raschke made a motion to approve
both Ordinance No. 2021-02 and Resolution 2021-18 and publish the summary of publication in
the newspaper. Jensen seconded the motion. Approved by: Jagt, Jensen, Sanderson, and
Raschke; Opposed: none. Motion granted.



2. With the public hearing still open, Mayor Jagt asked if anyone present had any questions or
concerns with the proposed 10% levy increase. With no comments, LaBrune stated that she
would review the budget with the council to keep the hearing open in the event that someone
from the public joined the meeting. LaBrune then provided a thorough review of the city’s
general and enterprise budgets explaining to the council that only needs were included in the
budget and listing off the needs and wants of each department. LaBrune explained that the
recent changes in the police department budget freed up a significant sum of money however,
she felt that the money could be utilized to fund the engineering expenses that are not an
allowable expense under the SRTS grant or utilized to make additional street or infrastructure
repairs or provide for the installation of new infrastructure that is needed for the proposed Dollar
General store or new housing development. LaBrune also explained the proposed rate increases
within each enterprise fund and the council held an in-depth discussion on the utility rates and
the need to the sewer, water, and electric infrastructure. After discussion, Mayor Jagt closed the
public hearing at 6:32p.m.

H. New Business
1. Consider Resolution 2021-15 Adopting a Final 2022 Levy
a.Mayor Jagt presented Resolution 2021-15 and called for a motion. Raschke made a
motion to approve the resolution as presented adopting a 10% levy increase. Jensen
seconded the motion. Approved by: Jagt, Jensen, Sanderson, and Raschke; Opposed:
none. Motion granted.

2. Consider Resolution 2021-17 Adopting a Budget for 2022
a.Mayor Jagt presented Resolution 2021-17. Raschke commented how impressed she was
with the organization of the budget this year. Then Jensen made a motion to accept
Resolution 2021-17 adopting the final budget for 2022. Sanderson seconded the motion.
Approved by: Jagt, Jensen, Sanderson, and Raschke; Opposed: none. Motion granted.

3. Consider Resolution 2021-16 Adopting the 2022 Fee Schedule

a.Mayor Jagt presented Resolution 2021-16. Sanderson asked LaBrune to explain the
need for the proposed increases. LaBrune stated that the proposed increase in electrical
rates comes from the need to make repairs and improvements to the city’s electric
infrastructure. She stated that the city’s substation is aging and to refurbish the
equipment will cost approximately $80,000. Then said with the increase in electrical
load on the West side of town she wants to make sure that the substation will be able to
handle the new school, and potential new businesses along with the possibility of a new
hospital. LaBrune also stated that the city is past due on pole maintenance and has
several trans closures that should be replaced. She also said that there are now two
electrical employees and several other upgrades that could be done in the near future.
LaBrune also explained to the council that Tyler’s rates are considered low compared to
other communities and coops in the region. LaBrune then stated that the slight increase
in the natural gas base rate was suggested to ensure that the city can continue to make its
natural gas bond payment each year. She said that the budget breaks even however,
moving forward with the payment gradually increasing each year there’s a need to
increase the rate. LaBrune then spoke about the water rate increases. She said that
Lincoln Pipestone Rural Water recently increased their per 1,000-gallon rate and the city
is proposing to follow the increase. She also mentioned increasing the base rate to cover
the bond payment and make improvements and repairs to failing infrastructure within
the city. LaBrune said the city typically makes repairs caused by water main breaks and
has not been proactive in updating the water mains. LaBrune also went over the increase
in sewer rates explaining the need for the increase primarily being based off of the 4.4
million-dollar estimate for the planned sewer reconstruction project. Jagt stated that the
sewer increase is a must because without it, our sewer rates show that the city is not
being proactive in covering the cost of improvements and the state will not help us with



the project. Jagt also stated that she feels everyone in the city is understanding of the
increase because they see the need. LaBrune then explained the additional $3 per month
sidewalk fee to fund the replacement and installation of sidewalks within the city. After
discussion of the fee increases, Sanderson questioned how the increases in electrical we
figured. LaBrune stated that she used the budget and also researched other cities to see
how Tyler’s rates compared. She also explained that there is an electrical reserve
however the goal is to maintain a reserve in the event that a tornado or something would
happen. After discussion, Raschke stated that the increase seems high but justified and
made a motion to accept Resolution 2021-16 adopting the 2022 fee schedule. Sanderson
seconded the motion. Approved by: Jagt, Jensen, Sanderson, and Raschke; Opposed:
none. Motion granted.

4. Resolution 2021-14 Acceptance of American Rescue Plan Act Recovery Distributed and
Re-distributed funds
a.LaBrune explained the resolution stating that it was to accept the ARPA funds that were
originally requested by the city as well as additional ARPA funds that were sent to the
city due to a number of Townships and Cities who chose not to accept the funds. She
said the remaining funds were divided among those who initially applied for the funds.
Jensen made a motion to accept resolution 2021-14 and Sanderson seconded the motion.
Approved by: Jagt, Jensen, Sanderson, and Raschke; Opposed: none. Motion granted.

I. Reports

1. Police Officer Anderson — Report handed out.

2. Utility Supervisor Guida- Provided an update to the council on the HWY 14 sidewalk project.
Discussed the additional expense of maintaining the flag at the old school property. Stated that
the department is ready for snow. He also said that he is planning to move forward in 2022 with
weekly city reminders that he plans to put in the newspaper. Jensen stated that the tree trimming
that is being done in town really looks good.

3. Mayor Jagt — Told the council that she has a virtual meeting with the Secretary of State next
week.

4. Council member Sanderson- Stated that he has heard a few complaints of speeding on the east
end of Hughes Street and asked if the utility department could put up another speed limit sign in
that neighborhood. Guida stated that the department has additional signs that could be installed.

J. Financial Reports
1. Statement of Revenues & Expenditures
a. LaBrune presented the financial reports from November, 2021. Reports were discussed and
Raschke made a motion to accept the financial reports as presented. Sanderson seconded the

motion. Approved by: Jagt, Sanderson, Jensen, and Raschke; Opposed: None. Motion
granted.

2. Approve Claims
a. LaBrune presented the claims from November, 2021. Sanderson made a motion to accept
and approve the payment of bills as presented and Jensen seconded the motion. Approved
by: Jagt, Jensen, Sanderson, and Raschke; Opposed: None. Motion granted.

K. Adjourn
With there being no further items before the Council, at 7:45p.m. Jagt asked for a motion to adjourn the

meeting. Motion to adjourn was made by Jensen and seconded by Sanderson. At 7:45pm the meeting
was declared adjoyrned.
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