A.

Tyler City Council — Council Meeting
Monday, September 8, 2020
Tyler Fire Hall - Zoom

Mayor Jagt called the meeting to order at 6:14 PIVL.

Roll Call:

Members present: Joan Jagt, Kenneth Jensen, Cricket Raschke and Tim Sanderson.
Members absent: Scott Dressen

Staff & Public: Stephanie LaBrune-City Administrator, Glen Petersen-City Attorney, Taylor Varpness-
Utility, and Mark Wilmes-Tyler Tribute.

Pledge of Allegiance

Approval of Agenda
Sanderson made a motion to approve the agenda as presented. Jensen seconded the motion. Approved by
roll call: Jagt, Jensen, Raschke, Sanderson; Opposed: none. Motion granted.

Approval of Minutes
1. August 3, 2020 City Council meeting minutes. Motion by Jensen, second by Sanderson to
approve the minutes as presented. Approved by roll call: Jagt, Jensen, Raschke, Sanderson;
Opposed: none. Motion granted.

Public Comments
No public comments were made.

Public Hearing
1. Amendment to City Code: CHAPTER 5. STREETS, PUBLIC PLACES & FENCES and
CHAPTER 6. VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC — GENERAL REGULATIONS.

a. Mayor Jagt opened the public hearing at 6:16p.m. to discuss proposed changed to
Chapter’s 5 and 6 of the City Code. No public was present to make comments, At
6:30p.m. the mayor closed the public hearing and called for a motion to approve the
code changes as presented along with ordinance summary 2020-04 for publication in the
newspaper. Sanderson made a motion to approve the amendments to chapters 5 and 6 of
the city codes as presented and approve ordinance summary 2020-04 for publication.
Jensen seconded the motion. Approved by roll call: Jagt, Jensen, Raschke, Sanderson;
Opposed: none. Motion granted.

G. Consideration / Awarding of Bids

1. Snow Blowing Service
a. Mayor Jagt stated that one bid was received in request for snow blowing assistance. She
opened the bid and announced to the council that TE Underground submitted a bid for
$200/hr. the bid includes a payloader and snowblower that will be available for snow
removal within one hour of dispatch by the city. Sanderson made a motion to accept TE
Undergrounds bid of $200/hr. and Jensen seconded the motion. Approved by roll call:
Jagt, Raschke, Jensen, Sanderson; Opposed: none. Motion granted.

H. Old Business

I

1. Sidewalk Code / Program Discussion
a. Council discussed options for cost-sharing on sidewalks.

New Business



1. 2020 Sanitary Sewer Improvements Project Pay Estimate no. 2 / Final Payment

a.

LaBrune presented the final payment request from Land Pride to the council. She stated
that the project is complete and the payment can be issued contingent upon receiving the
required paperwork. Sanderson made a motion to approve the payment to Land Pride
contingent upon receiving the all required paperwork. Raschke seconded the motion.
Approved by roll call: Jagt, Jensen, Sanderson, Dressen, Raschke. Opposed: none.
Motion granted.

2. Resolution # 2020-20 Removing a parcel from TIF District 1-2

a.

LaBrune presented resolution 2020-20 to the council requesting that parcels, 20-0581-
001 and 20-0581-002 be removed from the TIF District 1-2. LaBrune explained that the
2 parcels were recently purchased by an adjoining landowner who is intending to join
the parcels and construct a new secondary garage. The parcels cannot be joined if they
are not removed from the TIF. Jensen made a motion to accept resolution #2020-20 and
Sanderson seconded the motion. Approved by roll call: Jagt, Jensen, Sanderson,
Dressen, Raschke. Opposed: none. Motion granted.

3. Approval of Primary Election Judges

a.

Jagt stated that there was a list of election judges in the council packets and asked if
there was a motion to approve the judges. Jensen made a motion to approve the judges
as presented and Dressen seconded the motion. Approved by roll call: Jagt, Jensen,
Sanderson, Dressen, Raschke. Opposed: none. Motion granted.

4. Feral Cat Program

a.

Raschke explained that she would like to see the city set aside some funds in the 2021
budget for a Trap and Release program to help decrease the ever-growing cat population
in Tyler. Sanderson stated that he would have a hard time putting any money into the
budget for cats when the city has so many other things going on. Dressen stated that he
has a cat and likes cats but does not think that it is possible to make a feral cat into a
house cat and was not in favor of the city putting any money towards cats. Jensen said
that he did not think the city had a problem and also stated that he did not think the city
should put any money towards the cause. Discussion continued. Chief Spindler made a
comment stating that there are a lot of people who like cats and there are a lot of people
who dislike animals in general. He recommended that the city be very cautious, he also
mentioned that trapping may be difficult because you could possibly get someone’s pet.
Mark Wilmes asked to speak and told Raschke that he would assist her in her efforts if
the council chose not to support her. Further discussion was held on purchasing live
traps that could be used for not only cats but other animals. Jensen made a motion for
the city to purchase five new live traps and Raschke seconded the motion. Approved by
roll call: Jagt, Jensen, Sanderson, Dressen, Raschke. Opposed: none. Motion granted.

5. Walkable Tyler Proposal

a.

LaBrune stated that several members of the Walkable Tyler Community Task force
including Ron Skjong and Marlys Christensen wanted to make a formal request to the
council regarding the use of the old RTR High School property. Knowing that there are
plans to re-develop the site, the group would like the council to consider implementing
either a park or display of artwork at the North end of Tyler Street into future
development plans. LaBrune stated that the goal of the group is to make Tyler a more
walkable community and having another destination or historical marker to stop by
would help the group accomplish those goals and possibly even bring back alumni to the
area. LaBrune also mentioned working with Mark Wilmes who recently discussed grant
opportunities for sculptures with the council. Mayor, Jagt stated that it sounds like a
good idea but at this time, the council could not guarantee anything due to the unknowns
of how the area will be developed.



1. Lake Benton Improvement District funding request
a. LaBrune presented a request by the Lake Benton Improvement District to include
$5,000 in the City’s 2021 budget for an allocation to the organization. After discussion,
Raschke made a motion to include $2,000 in the 2021 budget to assist the Lake Benton
Improvement district with their efforts. Jensen seconded the motion. Approved by roll
call: Jagt, Jensen, Raschke, Sanderson; Opposed: none. Motion granted.

2. 2021 Preliminary Levy / Budget Presentation
a. Mayor Jagt and LaBrune went over the preliminary levy with the council and explained
the proposed 10% preliminary levy of $350,439. Jagt stated that when the preliminary
levy is set it still gives the council the option to lower it before adopting the final budget
but does not allow the council to increase the levy about 10%. After further discussion,
Raschke made a motion to approve Resolution 2020-25 to set the preliminary levy at
10% and also set the Truth in Taxation Hearing to December 7, 2020 at 6p.m. Sanderson
seconded the motion. Approved by roll call: Jagt, Jensen, Raschke, Sanderson; Opposed:
none. Motion granted.
3. Set Special Meeting Date, September 28", 6:00p.m. 2019 Audit Report
a. LaBrune asked the council to set a special meeting to approve the 2019 audit. She stated
that the Audit report is due by the end of September and would like to have the report
approved before the October meeting. Mayor Jagt then declared that a special meeting
would be held on September 28™ at 6pm to receive and approve the 2019 audit report.
4. Sale of City Surplus Items
a. LaBrune stated that the city employees have been cleaning and have some things that
they would like to get rid of including the old garbage truck and dumpsters. She asked
for approval to utilize Minbid to auction the items. She also stated that she’s worked
with Varpness to set reserve prices on the items. Jensen made a motion to allow city
staff to sell unused items on an online auction site and Sanderson seconded the motion.
Approved by roll call: Jagt, Jensen, Raschke, Sanderson; Opposed: none. Motion
granted.
5. Resolution #2020-21 Accepting CARES Act Funding
a. Sanderson made a motion to accept resolution 2020-21 as discussed during the August
City Council meeting. Raschke seconded the motion. Approved by roll call: Jagt,
Jensen, Raschke, Sanderson; Opposed: none. Motion granted.
6. Resolution #2020-22 Business Development Infrastructure Application
a. LaBrune explained to the council that in effort to apply for a Federal grant to fund 80%
of the City’s Sewer infrastructure project a resolution needs to be passed to verify to the
grantor that the city has the availability to fund the remaining 20% of the project cost.
After discussion, Jensen made a motion to accept Resolution 2020-22 as presented.
Sanderson seconded the motion. Approved by roll call: Jagt, Jensen, Raschke,
Sanderson; Opposed: none. Motion granted.
7. Resolution #2020-23 City Resolution on Bonding Bill
a. LaBrune spoke with the council about the importance of the State passing a bonding bill
that would open up funding sources for projects like the city’s sanitary sewer project.
LaBrune stated that even though the city may not receive direct funding from the state,
the city still needs to have the availability to bond for the project. By approving the
resolution as many other cities have will show the State representatives and Governor
how much we need a bonding bill passed. Jagt stated that she agreed that the people who
represent us need to pass a bonding bill and also said that she will continue to make
phone calls to them to let them know. Sanderson made a motion to pass resolution 2020-
23 and Raschke seconded the motion. Approved by roll call: Jagt, Jensen, Raschke,
Sanderson; Opposed: none. Motion granted.
8. Resolution #2020-24 Approving State of Minnesota Joint Powers Agreements with the city of
Tyler on behalf of its City Attorney



2.

a. Petersen stated that the resolution is needed so that he has to ability to continue to e-file
criminal complaints and that the agreement is updated every so often and in need of
being signed again. Jensen made a motion to approve resolution 2020-24 and Sanderson
seconded the motion. Approved by roll call: Jagt, Jensen, Raschke, Sanderson; Opposed:
none. Motion granted.

Resolution #2020-26 Acceptance of Amended Facility Plan

a.LaBrune stated that the Bolton & Menk submitted the City’s approved Facility Plan for
the sanitary sewer project back in March to the MPCA and recently received
correspondence asking for more information to be added to the plan. This resolution is
simply to acknowledge that the Facility Plan has been amended and approved by the
council. Raschke made a motion to accept resolution 2020-26 and Jensen seconded the
motion. Approved by roll call: Jagt, Jensen, Raschke, Sanderson; Opposed: none.
Motion granted.

J. Council / Staff Reports

1.

o

Mayor Jagt- Gave recognition to council member Raschke for her efforts in getting the cat
population under control in Tyler. The Mayor stated that she has received a lot of criticism and
yet continues to work towards her goal and is doing an excellent job. Jagt even suggested that
the council thinks about providing mileage to Raschke for driving cats to the cities.

Council member Raschke — Provided the Council with and update on the number of cats she
has rehomed. She stated that so far 46 cats have left the city and 2 have been fixed and released
back into the city of Tyler. Raschke thanked Mark Wilmes for his assistance in getting the word
out and also thanked the people who have stepped up to donate towards the cause.

Chief Spindler (not present)— Report handed out and discussed.

Administrator LaBrune — Report handed out and discussed.

Utility Department Varpness — Stated that there has been a big learning curve with his new
position but plans to have a printout of his reports at upcoming meetings. He said that the utility
department has been filling in pot holes, has fixed 3 water service lines, spent quite a bit of time
trimming trees, had 5 power outages, and 3 new electric service installations for Frontier. He
also stated that New Ulm is working with the city to install the new gas line to the new school.

K. Financial Reports

1. Statement of Revenues & Expenditures / Approve Claims
LaBrune presented the financial reports and claims from August, 2020. Jensen made a motion to
accept the financial reports and approve the payment of bills as presented. Sanderson seconded
the motion. Approved by roll call: Jagt, Jensen, Raschke, Sanderson; Opposed: None. Motion
granted.
L. Adjourn

With there being no further items before the Council, at 7:33p.m. Jagt called for a motion to adjourn the
meeting. Motion by Jensen, second by Sanderson to declare the meeting adjourned. Approved by roll call:
Jagt, Jensen, Raschke, Sanderson; Opposed: None. Motion granted.
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