Tyler City Council — Council Meeting
Monday, November 13, 2020
Tyler Fire Hall

A. Mayor Jagt called the meeting to order at 5:00 PM.

Roll Call:

Members present: Joan Jagt, Kenneth Jensen, Cricket Raschke, Tim Sanderson, and Scott Dressen.
Others present: Stephanie LaBrune-City Administrator, John Spindler-Police Chief, Marlys Christensen,
Dean Beck-Utility staff, and Mark Wilmes.

B. Pledge of Allegiance

C. Approval of Agenda
Dressen made a motion to approve the agenda as presented. Sanderson seconded the motion. Approved

by all. Opposed

D. New Business

by none. Motion granted.

1. Flection Canvassing

a.

LaBrune presented the detailed election results for the city of Tyler election held
November 3, 2020. The council/canvassing board reviewed the abstract. Sanderson then
made a motion to sign and approve the election canvassing abstract as presented. Jensen
seconded the motion. Approved by all. Opposed by none. Motion granted.

2. MNRAAA Snow Removal Grant Agreement / Equipment purchase

a.

Mayor Jagt stated that Marlys Christensen is here representing the Walkable Tyler
Committee and said that Christensen and LaBrune would like to talk to the council
about a grant that the city was recently awarded to assist seniors with snow removal.
LaBrune explained to the council that the Walkable Tyler committee recently applied
and was awarded a grant for $12,041 to assist seniors 60+ with snow removal through
the end of 2020. Christensen said included in the grant are funds to hire laborers to
remove snow and $4,800 that can be used to purchase a snowblower attachment and cab
for the city’s lawnmower. LaBrune stated that in order to proceed with the program, the
city would need to accept the grant agreement from MNRAAA and approve the
purchase of the equipment. Christensen stated that she has been working with Kibble
Equipment and they have a snowblower on hand and can order a cab for the tractor.
Dean Beck was on hand to answer questions regarding coordination of the city’s
equipment. After discussion, Dressen made a motion to accept the MNRAAA Grant
agreement as presented and approve the purchase of the snowblower attachment and cab
with the grant money received from the grant. Jensen seconded the motion. Approved by
all. Opposed: none. Motion granted.

3. COVID-19 Executive order 20-96

a.

E. Prior Business

LaBrune stated that she included a copy of the Governor’s recent executive order in the
council packets. She also informed the council that the fire department is planning to
host their annual appreciation supper on December 9 and asked if anyone had concerns
with the new COVID-19 regulations in place. Jagt stated that she feels the department
must comply with the order. Sanderson stated that he does not see any issues as the
department already gets together now for fire calls. With no other comments, Jagt stated
that the party should be fine as long as there are no other orders put into place before the
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1. Police Vehicle

a.

Mayor Jagt asked Chief Spindler if he would explain the two bids that were provided to
them in their council packets. Spindler stated that the low bid of $25,729 is a 2021
Dodge Durango and the other bid for $26,861 is a 2021 Ford Explorer. He went on to
explain that he plans to utilize the remaining funds from his $36,000 budget to outfit the
vehicle. Sanderson asked if Spindler knew the cost of the accessories. Spindler stated
that he felt the Ford was a better vehicle and if the council were to choose that vehicle,
he may end up with a few less accessories but in the end which ever vehicle is chosen,
he plans to spend the $36,000 that was budgeted. Further discussion was held
concerning the cost of outfitting the new police vehicle. Dressen then made a motion to
allow up to $36,000 to be spent on a fully outfitted police vehicle of Spindler’s choice.
Sanderson seconded the motion. Approved by all. Opposed: none. Motion granted.

2. Utility Truck

a.

LaBrune stated that Beck and Haroldson from the utility department have found a used
truck that they would like to purchase as their new snow / branch truck. She stated that
at the last city council meeting, the council approved up to $30,000 to be spent on a
truck, however, the truck that they are interested in comes at a price of $34,000. Beck
stated that the truck is 2006 Freightliner M2 with a 17.5ft. dump box. He said that he
test drove the truck and everything seemed to operate well. He said that they have been
looking for trucks and have had a hard time finding one that fits the city’s needs and
would like the council to approve the purchase of the truck. Raschke asked if there were
maintenance records on the truck to ensure that the truck has been taken care of. Beck
stated that he did not know if there were any records on the truck. Dressen stated that he
would like to find out if there are any records before purchasing the truck since it is a
used vehicle. After further discussion, Raschke moved to allow the purchase of the 2006
Freightliner with the condition that there were no known mechanical issues that stood
out and also requested that Beck to inquire about the maintenance records prior to
making an offer to purchase the truck. Jensen seconded the motion. Approved by all.
Opposed: none. Motion granted.

3. Winter Parking rule discussion

a.

LaBrune stated that she wanted to give an update to the council on enforcing the new
winter parking rules. She stated that after the first snow fall event, 2 vehicles were left
on the street. She explained that she initially had concerns over who would enforce the
rules due to the police department’s schedule not falling between the hours of 2am and
6am. However, having discussed the situation with the utility and police departments
she determined that the police have the proper authority and should be the ones to
enforce the new rule. Jagt and Dressen both stated that they feel we have police and it
should be their job to write tickets. Jensen agreed that the plow drivers have a job to do
and they shouldn’t be stopping the plow to get out and write a ticket. Spindler stated that
he plans to continue to educate the public by asking them to remove their vehicles from
the streets prior the 2am. Jagt stated that if people are parked on the street between 2am
and 6am they should be ticketed. She explained that they council passed an ordinance
and now the city needs to make sure that the ordinance is enforced. Jensen asked
Spindler if he would be out after 2am when there is snow on the roads to issue tickets.

. Spindler agreed that he or Anderson would be out and Jensen would not have to call

him.

F. Council / Staff Reports

1. None.

G. Adjourn



With there being no further items before the Council, at 6:00p.m. Jagt called for a motion to adjourn the
meeting. Motion by Dressen, second by Sanderson to declare the meeting adjourned. Approved by all.
Opposed: None. Motion granted.
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